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A 

REFUTATION 

O  F    T  H  E 

DOCTRINE 

OF 

Passive  Obedience,  &c. 


Rom.  13.  Ver*  2. 

Let  every  Soul  he  fubjeci  to  the  higher  Towers  ^  J  or 
there  is  no  Power  but  of  God ;  the  Towers  that 
be  are  Ordained  of  God :  Whofoevcr  therefore 
refifleth  the  Fower^  refifletb  the  Ordinance  of 
Cod^  and  they  that  refid  f})all  receive  to  ihe7n^ 
/elves  Damnation. 

rN  the  handling  thefe  Words^  for  the  better  un- 
L  derftanding  of  them, 

Firftjit  will  be  neceflary  to  confider  in  what 
Time^  Und  upon  what  Oceifionj  this  Epiltie  was 
writteri 

:  A  2  Soms 
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Some  are  of  Opinion  that  it  was  in  the  former 
Part  of  Nero'^  Reign  ^  which  Part  was  very  Mild. 
Qthers  are  of  Opinion  that  it  was  in  the  latter  Part 
of  iiero'^s  Reign  ^  which  Part  was  Tyrannical  and 
Cruel.  But  however  it  is  generally  agreed  upon^ 
that  it  was  in  fome  time  of  Nero\  Reign  :  It 
might  well  be  concluded  that  it  was  written  either 
in  a  time  of  Perfecution,  or  when  Perfecution  was 
€Xpe£led :  And  the  Occafion  of  writing  this  Epi- 
file  was  chiefly  to  warn,  and  encourage  the  Chri- 
ftians  to  bear  up  under  Perfecutions. 

Secondly^  It  may  be  confidered  to  whom  this 
Epiftle  was  wrote,  if  we  look  into  the  ^th  and  yth 
Verle  of  the  ift  Chapter.  There  we  (ball  find 
that  it  was  to  them  that  were  the  called  of  Jefus 
Chriji^  called  to  be  Saints :  That  is.  The  Miniftery 
of  the  Gofpel :  By  Saints  are  not  meant  Perfons 
that  are  Upright,  and  Righteous  towards  God, 
and  Man  ;  but  Perfons  Ordained,  fet  apart j  fan- 
ftified  to  the  Office  of  the  Miniftery  of  the  Gof- 
pel ;  Thofe  I  fay  are  meant  by  the  called  Saints; 
This  Epitlle,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Epiftles, 
were  written  only,  or  at  leaft  chiefly,  to  the  Got- 
pel  Miniftry,  which  I  can  very  ealiiy,  and  fully 
prove  ^  but  becaufe  it  is  needlefs  now  to  do  it,  for 
brevities  fake  I  (hall  omit  it,  and  proceed  to  han- 
dle the  Words  of  the  Text.     And, 

Firft,  I  (hall  confider,  who  is  meant  by  the 
Higher  Powers.  We  may  obferve,  it  is  fpoken  in 
the  Plural  Number,  Towers^  and  therefore  cannot 
be  conSn'd  to  any  fingle  Perfon  what  foe  ver,  nor  to 
any  particular  Sort  of  Government^  nor  any  par- 
ticular Degree  of  the  Governors  in  the  Civil  State  ^ 
which  is  the  Ordinance  of  Gad  ^  God  hath  or- 
dained Government,  but  what  Sort  of  Government 
ought  to  be  is  MAN'S  Right  to  ordaili,   whe- 

\   ther 
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ther  it  be  Monarchical,  or  States,  or  Common- 
wealth, or  any  other  Sort  of  Governmenr  ^  as 
you  may  find  if  you  compare  the  i<^th  Chapter  of 
Deuteronomy^  the  iSthVerfe,  and  fo  on,  wkh  the 
17th  Chapter,  and  i4thVerfe5  and  fo  on.  Judges 
and  Oncers  Jhalt  thou  make  thee  in  all  thy  Gates 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee^  and  theyjhall 
Judge  the  People  with  Jujt  Judgment  -,  and  when 
thou  art  come  unto  that  hand^  and  flyah  fay^  I 
will  Jet  a  Ki^g  over  me^  &:c.  Agreeable  to  this 
is  that  of  the  Apoftle  Peter^  in  his  fit  ft  Epiftle, 
Chap.  2.  Ver.  13.  Submit  your  f elves  to  every  Or^ 
dinanee  of  MAN^  whether  it  be  to  the  King  as 
Supream^  8/c. 

Neither  are  the  Words  Ijigher  Powers,  or  Powcr^ 
to  be  confined  to  the  Chief  Magiftrate,  but  exten- 
ded unto  all  Inferiour  Magiftrates  of  whatfoever 
Quality  they  may  be  in  the  Civil  State :  i  fay,  all 
M^S'ftt^tes  of  whatfoever  Degree  in  the  Civil 
State  are  the  Higher  Powers  meant  in  the  Text  ^ 
for  SubjeQion  to  whom  the  Exhortation  or  Com- 
mand is  given. 

Secondly,  1  (hall  confider,  who  is  meant  by  e- 
very  Soul :  And  Firft,  I  (hall  take  it  with  Reftri- 
ft  ion,  every,  and  all,  fo  taken  in  many  Places^ 
particularly  (to  Name  no  more  upon  the  prefent 
Occafion)  that  of  St.  P^^/,  in  the  4th  to  the 
'Phil.  ver.  13.  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chriji 
which  firengtheneth  {or  eneourageth)  me  :  That  is 
all  Things  that  I  have  juft  now  mentioned,  and 
that  is  necelFary  by  me  to  be  done.  I  fay,  I  (hall 
take  it  as  confinM  to  the  Saints  in  the  Primitive 
Times,  as  above  explained.  Now  the  Reafon  of 
the  Exhortation  to  thefe  efpecially,  may  be  as 
foUowsth: 

j  A  5  Firft, 
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Firft,  Thofe  Saints  were  Spiritual  Kings,  and 
Governors  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  or  (which 
is  the  fame  thing)  the  Kingdom,  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift,  in  Li^k.  12.  32.  Fear  not  little  flock^  for 
it  is  your  Fiither^s  good  Tleafyre  t&  give  you  the 
Kingdom  .-And  in  huk.  22.  :?2.,  1  appoint  unto 
you  a  Kingdom.  Now,  as  by  our  Saviour,  the 
ApoiUes  had  the  Promife  of  this  Spiritual  King- 
dom •,  fo  after  his  Deceafe,  and  RefufreStion,  they^ 
and  their  Succeflbrs  (which  were  the  Saints)  in- 
herited this  Kingdom  ^  as  it  appears  from  the  firft 
Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians-^  chap,  i.  ver.  8.  Te  have 
reigned  as  Kings  without  us^  and  I  voould  to  God 
ye  did  reign^  that  ive  aljo  might  reign  wtth  %QU  l^ 
and  fo  in  the  firft  Epiftle  of  feter^  chap,  %.  ver.  9. 
lie  are  a  Royal  Friejihoodj  the  Apoftie  here  wrir 
ting  to  the  Saints  as  afore  explained*  And  again^ 
in  the  Revelations^  chap.  i.  ver,  6.  Hath  made  us 
Kings  and  Priejis  unto  ^od  5  the  Divine  fpeaking 
in  the  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Miniftery. 

Secondly,  Thefe  Spiritual  Men  were  Chrift's 
Freemen,  as  may  at  large  be  eafily  proved  •,  but 
becaufe  1  would  be  as  brief  as  msty  be,  I  fhallhere 
pafsit  by. 

Now,  upon  the  account  of  their  being  thus  qua- 
lified, they  may  perhaps  be  likely  to  conclude, 
that  they  (hould  be  thereby  Free  from  all  Sub- 
jeQion  to  all  Civil  Magiftrates:  The  Apoftie  ex- 
horts them  as  being  Free,  not  to  ufe  their  Liberty, 
bur  to  be  Enfamples  to  the  Hock  :  Upon  the  fame 
Account  the  Apofile  may  fee  it  needful  V^  give 
ihexn  theExhoriatio9  in  the  Text^  That  theytfioould 
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h  JubjeS  to  the  higher  Fewers.  Much  lefs  w^m 
they  to  Exercife  any  Authority  m  Ovii  ASaksj 
the  Spiritual  Powers  oiight  t©  be  Subje£l  to  the 
Civil  Powers ,  the  Civil  Powers  have  the  fm- 
heminency  ^  they  are  the  Higher  Powers^  the  Spi- 
ritual are  the  Lower  Powers,  the  whicb^  if  well 
confidered,  one  may  thiuk  fhould  work  Hiimility 
in  the  prefent  Prelacy,  as  well  as  the  inferior  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Miniftery.  In  St»  Matthew^  chap^  20. 
25,  26^  and  27  Verfes^  J^f^^^  faid,  2>  know  that 
the  Frinces  of  the  Gentiles  txei'cife  Dominion  over 
them^  hut  it  Jhall  not  he  Jo  among  you :  but  who-- 
foever  will  be  great  among  you^  let  him  be  your 
Minider  ^  and  whofoever  will  be  Chief  among  you^ 
let  him  be  your  Servant. 

Now,  confidering  the  Exhortation  in  the  Text, 
as  confin'd  to  the  Spiritual  Miniftry  ^  fuppoiing 
them  to  be  under  the  Reign  of  Tyrannical,  Perfe- 
cuting  Rulers,  in  it  may  be  included  the  DoSrine 
of  FaJJive  Obedience  and  Nonrefifiance  as  to  them ; 
they  were  not  to  refill  upon  any  Account  whatfo- 
ever  :  Accordingly  you  find  it  in  Matthew^  chap.  5. 
3^,  3.P,  and  40  Verfes^  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath 
been  laid,  (that  is,  it  is  in  the  Moral  Law,  which 
Chrift  intended  not  to  deftroy)  An  Eye  for  an  Kye^ 
and  a  Tooth  for  a  Tooth  \  but  I  fay  unto  TO  U 
'  that  TO  U  refiji  not  evil^  but  whofoever  fhall 
fmite  thee  on  thy  right  Cheeky  turn  to  him  the 
other  alfo  -,  and  if  any  Man  mil  Sue  thee  at  the 
harx)^  and  take  away  ihy  Coat^  let  him  have  thy 
Cloak  alfo.  Agreeable  to  this  is  that  of  the  Apo- 
file  Feter  in  the  firft  Epiftle,  Chap.  2.  That^  Chriji 
when  he  zvas  reviled^  he  reviled  not  again  ^  when 
he  fuffered^  he  threaten d  not:,  but  committed 
htofelf  to  him  that  judgeth  Righteoufly,  leaving 
)  us 
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US  an  Example,  that  we  (hould  follow  his  Step«r 
So  the  Author  to  the  Hebrews^  Chap.  12.  ver.  i,  2. 
Let  us  run  with  Patience  the  Race  that  is  Jet  be- 
fore  us^   looking  unto  Jejus^  the  Author^  and  F/- 
ntjher^  (that  is,   the  Captain,    or  Leader,  and 
Crovvner,  or  Rewarder)  oj  {our)  Fahh  ^   who^  for 
the  Joy  that  zvc:sfet  before  him^  endured  the  Crofs,^ 
dejptjtng  the  Shame.      Now,  thefe  Spiritual  Men 
elpecially,  by  their  Fun£kion.   were  obnoxious  to 
Periecution,  both  from  Jem  and  Gentiles  j   from 
y^wj,  for  crying  down  the  Ceremonial  Law,  and 
preaching  up  the  StriQnef^  o\  the  Moral  Law, 
and  Gofpel  in  oppofitioh  to  the  Cereqionial  Law  ^ 
and  from  Gentiles^  for  exclaiming  againft  their 
Idolatry  and  Superftition,   and  exalting  the  True 
and  Living  God,  (but  unto  them  unknown)  and 
the  Chriftian  Religion.    And  this  was  their  ccn- 
flant  PraQice  •,  therefore  the  Apoftle  fai^h  to  Ti^ 
fnothy,   the  2d  Epift^e^  chap.  3,  yer.  la.    All  that 
will  liv.e  Godly  in  Chrift-Jejus  Jljall  Juffer  ferfd-^ 
cution.    By  the  Phrale,  Living  Godly  in  Chrifi^ 
Jefus.^   is  meant  their  continual  Pra£lice  in  the 
Miniftery  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  in  feveral  Places 
called  Godlinefs :    In  Chnfi-Jefus^  that  is,  being 
Members  ofhis  Spiritual  Body  ;  fubftitut^d  Poweifs 
and  Oncers  in  his  room:  I  fay  this  rendered  them 
obnoxious  to  Perfecution  ^  and  whenfoever  they 
were  perfecuted,  they  were  Paffively'to  be  Obe- 
dient, and  not  to  refift  upon  any  account  what- 
foever  ^  their  Obedience  was  to  be  unlimited,  they 
ii^ere  not  to  withltand — -^  for  if  they  did  rejtft 
they  fnoulfl  receive  to  themjelves  Damnation:  The 
meaning  is,  They  (hould.  be^  Condemned  or  Ac- 
cur  fed  ^   that  is,  Excommunicated,   or  (which  is 
the  fame  thing)  Sulpended,  they  not  being  fit  to 
be  Inheritors  of  ihe  Spiritual  Kingdom  anylonW* 
^     "■  '  •'     ^  •  ^  :  ■     ■•    ^  ''  Xl(us 
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Thus  I  have  made  it  appear.  That  the  Apoftle  iii 
his  Epiftle,  or  (as  I  may  call  it)  his  Paftoral  Let- 
ter, exhorts  the  Saints  to  Subje£iion  unto  Civil 
Government  t  Neverthelels,  this  cannot  oblige  the 
JLaity  to  Paffive  Obedience  and  Non-refiftance  upon 
any  account  whatfoeyer  s  whiph  brings  me, 

Secondly,  To  confider  the  Exhortation  in  the 
Text  in  a  more  larger  Senle,  that  is,  as  including 
the  common  People,  pr  Laity,  that  fate  under  the 
Chriftian  Miniftry.     Thefe,   by  reafon  of  their 
Change  of  State  from  GentUifme  to  Chriftianity^ 
or  from  Judaifm  to  Chrifiianity^  being  under  the 
aforefaid  Spiritual  Governors,  may  be  ready  to 
conclude,  (as  well  as  them)  That  being  Chrift's 
Freemen,  therefore  they  were  Free  from  the  Yokp 
of  all  Civil  Government  whatfoever,  tho'  ne'r  fo 
good  ^  therefore  needful  was  this  Exhortation  un- 
to  them  }  they  (as  well  as  their  Spiritual  Supe- 
riors) (hould  be  put  in  mind,  that  they  h  fubjeH 
to  Frwcipalities  and  Powers^  that  they  obey  Magi^ 
Jiraies:  However,  thefe  Lay-Men  in  their  Station, 
being  not  ConfeObrs,  were  not  (like  the  Mini- 
pry)    obnoxious  to  Perfecuti©n  j    the  Confeffbrs 
only  were  liable  to  Perfecution:  The  Laity  gav« 
the  Civil  Magiftrate  no  occafion  of  putting  them 
upon  the  trial  of  Paffive  Obedience.    So  then, 
thefe  TJbings  being  cqnfidered,    the  Exhortation  a- 
mounts  but  to  thus  much,  That  all  fnanner  of  Per- 
fons,  by  what  Names  or  Titles  foever  dignified  ot 
dUlinguifhed,  (hould  fybjeO:  the^nfelves  to  Civil 
government,     yow,  farther,   to  proceed;    fup- 
poling  the  Chief  Magiftrate,  or  Higi?er  Power  at 
Uome^  to  be  bloody  Nero^  in  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Reigp,  which  was  very   wicked  ^    yet  the  other 
iiigSier  powers  then  in  beings  that  is,  the  under 
)  '  Rulers  5 
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Eulers  t,  the  Senate  (parrallel  to  Parliafnents)  wei 5 
it  feems  not  fuch  wicked  Men,  as  it  doth  well 
appear  from  Hiftorjr,  relating,  That  the  Senate 
did  rife  againft  their  Tyrannical  Prince  ^  fate  in 
Judgment  upon  hinn  ^  and  condemned  him  to. 
Death,  as  teing  a  common  Enemy  to  Mankind. 

'  Farther,  The  Exhortation  again  is  not  to  Sub- 
|e8ion  under  wicked,  but  good  Rulers,  as  plainly 
appears  frono  the  5d  Ver.  of  the  i^ih  Chapter  to 
the  Romans^  fvr  Rulers  are  not  a  Terror  to  good 
Works  hut  to  the  evil.  Now,  by  the  Rule'  of 
Contraries,  Thofe  that  are  a  tcrrour  to  goo4 
Works,  bo^t  not  to  the  evil,  cannot  of  Right  be 
Rulers,  but  Ufurpers  of  Authority  :  Agreeable  to 
this  are  the  Words  of  Elutherm  Bifhop  of  Rome^ 
to  L^jcius  the  firft  Ghriftian  King  of  England^  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  169,  This  King  Lucius  im- 
fKediately  after  his  embracing  the  Ghriftian  Faith, 
lent  to  the  above-named  Billiop  to  be  advifed  by 
him  how  to  Govern  that  great  People  over  whom 
he  was  King.  The  good  Bifhop  returned  him 
Anfwer,  as  followeth  :  '  Ye  are  God's  Vicar  upon 

*  Earth,  you  have  the  Book  of  the  Old  and  New 
^  Teftament  with  you,  out  of  them,  with  the  Ad- 
^  vice  of  your  Council,  make  you  Laws  to  govern 

*  your  People  bjr,  and  govern  them  accordingly  • 
^  in  fo  doing,  you  will  do  well :   But  if  you  Rule 

*  not  according  to  thefe  Laws,  but  do  wickedly, 
'  you  (hall  be  no  longer  King  •    nay,  the  Name  of 

*  a  King  (hall  not  remain  with  you.'  For  this, 
fee  Fox'j  A3s  and  Monuments  of  the  Churchy 
Pook  L  Pag.  107. 
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Further,  to  proceed,  it  foUoweth  in  the  afore- 
tpentioned  3d  Verfe^  Wilt  thou  then  not  be  afraid 
(ff  the  Fomr^  do  that  which  is  good ^  andthoujhalt 
have  praife  of  the  fame.  It  cannot  be  faere  meanti 
of  a  wicked,  but  good  Power;  for  it  is  evident 
to  every  Body,  That  wicked  ones  are  not  ready  to 
Praife  or  Reward  good  Work,  but  on  the  contrary, 
evil  Works. 

Again,  in  the  the  4th  Verfe^  For  he  is  the  Mi- 
nifler  oj  God  to  thee  for  good :  This  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  meant  of  bad  Kings ;  for  they  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  the  Minifters  of  God  for  good  to  any 
People  J  as  you  may  lee  in  the  Cafe  of  Jerehoam 
the  Son  of  l^ehat^  (who  was  one  of  the  five  01 
fix  Kings  that  only  can  be  properly  faid  to  be  the 
Lord's  Anointed  )  He  is  branded  to  Eternity  with 
this  Brand,  That  he  fin'd,  and  MADE  Ifrael  to 
fin.  And  not  only  Jerehoam^  but  about  twenty 
Kings  fucceeding  all  a-row  I'vere  in  the  like  man- 
lier branded.  That  they  did  like  Jerehoam  thCiSon 
of  Nehat^  who  fin'd,  and  made  Ifrael  to  fin. 
Thus  we  fee^  That  iiiflead  of  th^fe  Kings  being 
Miniftera  of  God  for  good,  they  were  the  Peft  of 
Pefts  to  the  People  over  whom  they  reign'd  -^  they 
MADE  Ifrael  to  Sin,  of  which  we  know  the 
difnfialj  fatal  Confequences. 

It  followeth  further,  in  the  4th  Verfe^  and  fo 
on  i  But  if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil:,  be  afraid ; 
for  he  beareth  not  the  Sword  in  vain^  jor  he  is  the 
Miniflcr  of  God^  a  Revenger  to  execute  Wrath  up- 
on him  that  doth  evil  ^  wherefore  ye  muft  needs  be 
fubjeft,  not  only  for  Wrath,  but  for  Confcience- 
^akc  5  for^  for  this  caufe  pay  you  Tribute^  for 
^  '  they 
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they  are  God's  Minifters  attending  continually  up- 
en  this  very  thing :  Render  therefore  to  all  their 
Duer^  Tribute  to  whom  Tribute  is  due^  Cujiom  to 
uihem  Cufiom^  Fear  to  whom  Fear^  Honour  to  whom 
Honour.  From  all  which  it  plainly  appears.  That 
the  Apoftle  n^eans  none  but  good  Rulers  that  he 
isxhorts  iPprfons  to  be  SubjeO:  unto  5  but  not  wicked 
Eulers,  which  are  Tyrants  and  Oppreflbrs^  and 
therefore  no  better  than  Ufurpers  of  Authority, 
which  ought  to  be  withftood,  that  is,  refitted : 
Refinance  hath  been  praClis'd  in  all  Ages,  as  often 
as  there  hath  been  Occafion  and  Opportunity.  I  (hall 
not  trouble  my  f?lf  nor  the  Reader  with  any  On? 
of  the  many  Inftances  that  might  be  given  out  of 
tnerely  human  Hiftory,  it  being  needlefs  fo  to  do  ; 
but  (which  is  more  valid)  I  fhall  give  feveral  In- 
ftanpes  out  of  Holy  Writ,  which  ought  to  be  oh- 
ferved  for  our  learning. 

Firft,  I  (hall  Inftance  in  'Rehoboham^  King  of 
Ifrael :  He  was  refifted  by  the  Ten  Tribes,  becaufe 
he  did  but  threaten  them  with  Slavery  from  an 
Arbitrary  Power  5  againfc  Rehoboam  they  fet  up 
Jeroboam^  who  was  a  Ruler  under  Rehoboam  ^ 
they  made  Jeroboam  their  King  -^  and  fought  a- 
gainft  R^W^?//;?»  all  his  Days. 

Secondly,  I  fliall  Inftance  in  Amaziah^  King  of 
jfudah^  the  2d  Book  oi Chronicles^  chap.  15.  ver.  27* 
Now  ajter  the  time  that  Amaziah  d^id  turn  away 
from  jollowing  the  Lord^  they  made  a  Conf piracy  d- 
gainft  him  in  Jerufalem,  and  he  fi^d  to  Lacifh, 
but  they  SeNT  to  Lacifb  after  him^  and  flew  him 
there.     Thefe  Men  that  did   thus  to  Amaziah 
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certainly  muft  be  the  Magiftrates,  who  had  Power 
fo  to  do,  (the  Law  of  God  againft  Idolaters  muft 
be  executed)  it  was  not  the  Mob  y  but  the  fame 
Peifons  that  confpired  againft  King  Amaziah^  and 
(lew  him,  made  his  Son  King  in  his  ftead ;  and 
we  read  no  more  of  the  Matter :   Though  when 
Joajh  and  Ammon^  Kings  of  Judah^  were  flain, 
the  Men  that  did  it  were  put  to  Death  ^  it  was 
becaufe  thofe  Men  fby  whom  thefe  two  Kings 
were  flain)  were  Murderers  ^  for  they  were  but 
private  Perfons  ^  and  fo  they  ought  not  to  have 
killed  their  Prince  ^  what  they  did  was  very  Ille- 
gal :  Tho'  their  Magiftrates  had  juft  Right  to  call 
their  Princes  to  account  for  Idolatry,  or  Murder, 
and  Tyranny ,and  in  a  legal  Way  to  execute  the  Law 
of  God  upon  them  y  for,  if  the  Chief  Ruler  be  ac- 
countable to  none  but  God,  (which  is  falfe  Do- 
£lrine  taught  by  Boafters  of  High-ChurchJ  fop- 
poiing  him  to  be  a  Murderer,  the  Law  of  God 
cannot  be  executed  ^  which  Law  of  God,  I  (hall 
Ihew  you  from  two  Places  of  Scripture  -,    ^tho'  I 
might  Inftance  in  feveral  other  Places  of  Scripture.) 
The  Firft  Inftance  I  (hall  give  you  is  in  Genejis^ 
chap.  6'   ver.  p.   Whofo  Jhedeth   Ma/i's   bhod^   by 
MA  N  Jhall  his  Blood  be  fhed.    God  vouchfafeth 
to  give  an  invincible  Reafon   for  this  Law  to 
make  it  valid,  viz.  for  2/2  the  Image  of  God  made 
he  Man.    It  might  be  obferv'd,  that  this  Law  of 
God  was  given  when  there  were  but  four  Men  in 
the  World,  viz.  Noah^  the  Prince  of  the  World, 
and  his  three  Sons:  So  that  fuppofe  fioah  had 
murdered  one  of  his  Sons,  his  other  two  Sons 
were  by  this  Law  obliged  to  (hed  their  Father's 
Blood.     The  Second  Inftance  I  (hall  give  you,  is 
in  Numbers^  chap.  3J.  31ft  and  33d  Ver.  Te  Jhall 
.take  no Jatisja^ionjor  th^  life  of  a  Murderer-^  the 
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Ci4) 
Land  cannot  be  cleanfed  of  the  Blood  that  is  ^fhed 
therein^  but  by  the  Blood  of  him  that  Jhed  it :  The 
Application  is  eafie* 

T*he  3d  and  laft  Inftance  I  promifed!  to  give  is  in 
the  Cafe  of  Jehoajh  King  of  tfraeU  Jehu  the 
Captain  of  his  Hoft,  flew  Jehoajh  his  Prince  (for 
doing  wickedly)  with  his  own  Hands,  after  he  had 
Sworn  Allegiance  to  him  ^  the  King  had  reign'd 
above  1 1  Years  before  Jehu  flew  him.  Jehu  alfo 
flew  70  of  the  King^s  Biethren^  who  fif  King-^ 
doRis  by  a  Divine  Right  are  Hereditary)  were  law- 
fill  Heirs  to  that  Kingdom  5  for  which  good  Deeds 
the  Lord  God  gave  ^ehu  a  great  Reward,  in  cau* 
ling  him  to  Reign,  and  his  Sons,  to  the  Fourth 
Generation,  (which  were  not  in  any  vtile  of  the 
Eamily  Royal)  to  Reign  after  him^  tho'  himfelf 
did,  as  alfo  did  his  Sons  after  him,  wickedly, 
like  Jeroboam  the  Son  of  ^ebat^  who  fin'd,  and 
made  Ifrael  to  fin. 

But,  by  fbme  it  may  be  objeQed,  That  David 
uould  not  ftretch  forth  his  Hand  againfi  the  hordes 
Anointed^  tho^  he  had  done  to  David  d  great  deal, 
of  wrong,  I  anfwer,  D^y/^,  tho' Anointed  ro  be 
King,  his  Reign  was  not  to  commence  until  the 
Death  of  Saul:  He  was  in  the  mean  time  no  Ru- 
Kr,  but  a  meer  private  Perfon  ^  and  therefore  had 
BO  right  to  order  aPunilhment  on  King  Saul^  much 
lefs  of  his  own  Will,  to  lay  his  own  Hand  on  him : 
And  tho',  if  David  did  not  refift  King  Saul^  yet  (if 
that  Kingdom  was  Hereditary)  David  did  refift, 
and  ufurp  the  Kingdom  from  thofe  that  were  the 
tiJidoubted  Lawful  Heirs  to  King  Saul^  even  from 
ifhbofheth  who  had  reigned  two  Years  over  Ifrael  j 
afid  ftcOT  Me^bibofbeth^  the   Son  of  Jonatha?!^^ 
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t)dvid^s  Friend,  who  was  the  Son  of  King  iSauI^ 
and  from  Micha  the  Son  of  Mephibojheth :  Th^ 
Houfe  of  David  made  long  War  with  the  Houfe  o^ 
Saul:,  and  at  length,  to  confummate  the  Tragedy^ 
making  fure  work  on  the  Royal  Family,  in  a 
dreadful  manner,  flew  Seven  of  SauPs  Sons  in  one 
Day^  all  of  them  (if  Kingdoms  by  a  Divine 
Right  are  Hereditary)  were  Lawful  Heirs  to  the 
Kingdom  of  their  Father  King  Saul. 

Afterwards,  David  fet  on,  and  afliRed  his 
youngeft  Son  Solomon  in  refitting  his  eldeft  Son 
Adonijah^  and  fupplanting  him  of  his  Divinely 
Rightful  Inheritance^  if  that  Kingdom  was  Here- 
ditary. 

Thus  I  hope  I  have  (tho'  briefly  yet^  fully  re*^ 
futed  the  idle  Doftrine  of  FaJJive  Obedience  and 
jKon-reJiftance^  from  that  very  Portion  of  Scripture 
which  is  made  ufe  of  as  Fundamental  to  build  the 
faid  idle  DoQrine  upon  ;  and  which  is  knavifhly^ 
or  ignoranrly  Interpreted  by  the  High-flying  Jaa^- 
bite  Clergy  and  Party.  I  have  alfo  by  the  way 
refuted  the  DoQrine  of  Kingdoms  being  by  Divine 
Right  Hereditary. 

So  I  conclude,  wifhing  Frofperity  and  true  Hap- 
pinefs  to  all  true  Lovers  of  Liberty,  and  to  all 
Proteftant  Prinoes,  and  Proteftant  Succeflbrs^  m 
the  Pofleflion,  and  to  the  Inheritance  ot  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain. 


F    I    JH    i    S. 


